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QUOTES FROM WORLD LEADERS
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"It is the year 2021. The fact that

we are still having this discussion

and, even more, that we are still

supporting fossil fuels directly or

indirectly using taxpayers money

is a disgrace." - Greta Thunberg,

Activist

We must be committed to harmony between man and nature. All things that

grow live in harmony and benefit form the nourishment of nature. Mother

Nature has nourished us and we must treat nature as our root. Respect it,

protect it, and follow its laws.” - Xi Jinping, President of China

 

 

“We need a green planet but the world is on red alert. We are at the verge of the

abyss. We must make sure the next step is in the right direction. Leaders

everywhere must take action. First by building a global coalition for net zero

emissions by 2050 in every country, every region, every city, every company, and

every industry.” - Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary-General

"Safeguard Creation. Because if we destroy creation, creation will

destroy us! Never forget this!" - Pope Francis, 2014



WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE...

Working hand-in-hand towards a better earth

The United Nations describes Climate change as the long-term shifts in temperatures and

weather patterns. Human activities have been a major driver of climate change, primarily

activities like burning fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas. 

Sustainable Hudson Valley

What is Global Warming? 

Global warming is the increase in the

Earth's average surface temperature

due to greenhouse gasses that collect

in the atmosphere like a thickening

blanket, trapping the sun's heat and

causing the planet to warm up 

keep heat close to the earth’s surface

making it livable for humans and

animals. However, global warming is

happening largely due to an over-

emittance of these gases and fossil

fuels (natural oil, gasoline, coal).

Such gases,  including carbon dioxide,

methane, and water vapor, trap heat in

the Earth's atmosphere and warm the

planet 

Greenhouse gases..

The greenhouse effect is an increase in the average temperature of the Earth, 

Without greenhouse gases, the temperature on Earth would be too cold to

support life. With too many greenhouse gases, it would heat up beyond

survivable levels
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Muir Glen Glacier -- Alaska 1892 vs 2005 

Yosemite Glacier -- 2008 vs 2014
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Brazilian Amazon -- 1975 vs 2009

Photo source: ABC NEWS



Forest Fires

Sea Level Rise
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Severe Drought
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Source: IPCC 2021 



What? 

Climate Action Groups (CAGs) are for people who want to come

together to take decisive action on climate change within their

local communities and/ or networks. They can be used to

develop thematic groups focused on issues like food, energy,

transport, etc. 

HOW TO ORGANIZE A

CLIMATE ACTION GROUP
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Who?

Any combination of people that care about their community and the world - at large. There

are two central roles: Climate organizer and climate convener. Organizers oversee the

entire process and are instrumental at the beginning of the group’s formation. They act as a

central point of contact for convenors. It is a large role that is probably best to split among

a small group. Convenors are responsible for coordinating meetings, dates, and venues of

the group. (Ideally, the group need not be hierarchical and many folx will share these

roles.) 
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A good framework for CAGs would be to plan for a six-

month time commitment. This allows members to set

realistic and achievable goals over the course of this time.

 

Publicity is important. Put up flyers & posters in

newspapers, libraries, universities, & local shops.

 

Use Social Media to spread the word about events and to

partner with related organizations.

 

Host Events! Some ideas include film screenings,

workshops, presentations, or even piggyback on local

events that are already happening. 

 

Remember to keep recruiting members on an ongoing basis

and to make connections with similarly-minded groups!
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Stay Informed:

 

Visit the EPA website to track Climate Change Indicators

https://www.epa.gov/climate-indicators#explore

 

Visit IPCC for a Global Perspective

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/

 

Check out the Earth Charter for event ideas, 

resources, and planning tools

https://earthcharter.org/

 

Gather ideas for Solutions

https://www.drawdown.org/

 

 

Possible Events:

 

Ask your college about their investments. Are they invested in

Fossil Fuels? Then, plan a Divestment Action!

 

Hold a Reduce Fair - organize on-campus swaps of clothing,

household goods, etc... and share resources about renewable

energy, public transportation, and ways to cut down on food

waste

 

Raise Awareness through Outdoor Activities. Enhance your

schoolmate's connections to nature

 

Support a local Environmental Justice Initiative. Whether it's air

quality, water pollution, drilling, fracking or pipelines, find your

partners and support them!

 

Get involved with the Green New Deal

https://www.gp.org/green_new_deal

 

Join with a local climate activism group that is using legal or political tactics

to insight change. In many European countries, youth members of climate

organizations have been able to win human rights based lawsuits against

companies that contribute heavily to carbon emissions. By joining efforts that

are already in place and adding to their numbers, this may create the push

that forces major polluters to change their policies. 



The Philippines suffers from grave destruction as a result of climate change. On

average, the nation experiences at least 20 storms and typhoons each year. As

greenhouse gas emissions rise, the storms continue to become worse, destroying

homes, knocking down trees, and making roads unusable. People are forced to

rebuild their homes and start over from scratch. Typhoons are a type of storm that

forms when winds blow into areas of the ocean that are warm. As the temperature

of the ocean increases due to emissions, this means there is an increase in

frequency of these storms. The Philippines contributes less than 0.4% to the

climate crisis, yet have to deal with the problems that the global north creates.

Similarly, as sea levels rise, at some point major parts of the country will be

completely submerged in water. This means that thousands of people will become

climate refugees. 

IMPACTS: 

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND THE

WORLD
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THE PHILLIPINES
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BARROW, ALASKA
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Barrow, Alaska – the northern-most city in the United States – is the epicenter of

climate change. Every year, the thickness of the ice decreases at a rapid rate.

Community members have witnessed first-hand the detrimental effects of climate

change, reporting having open water late into the fall, and even into the winter.

Not only is the ice thinning, it is shrinking. The impacts of this change are

abundant, however, one of the most significant for citizens of Barrow is the

changes in their food supply. Whale meat is considered a vital staple for people in

Barrow as any other food must be flown in, which is extremely expensive. Even if

whales are caught now, the thinning ice means that it can be dangerous to bring

them ashore. The decreasing ice also has impacts spanning further than just the

local community. With less ice to reflect sunlight, temperatures increase across

the earth. This creates a chain reaction, in which warmer temperatures melt more

ice, causing warmer temperatures, and so on. The Arctic acts as a preview of what

is to come as the impacts of climate change increase across the globe. 



 

One of the impacts of climate change is climate-forced migration. Rising sea

levels, extreme and multiple storms, drought and food shortages, as well as

forest fires, are all reasons people are being forcibly displaced from their

homes. For certain small island communities, the impact has been

devastating. Island nations in the Pacific Ocean, having existed for millennia,

are now facing not just the loss of their land, but also the loss of their history

and traditions. In Coastal New Orleans, people are faced with the need to

relocate or fully adapt their housing, although many do not have the

economic means to do so. The World Bank’s 2021 Groundswell report

estimated that climate-forced displacement could affect up to 216 million

people throughout six world regions by 2050. Displaced people will need to

find new communities, new homes, new jobs. And communities will have to

prepare for the arrival of climate refugees. There is much to learn and much

to do to address this pressing issue.

One organization to look into is the Pacific Islands Students Fighting Climate

Change. 

RISING SEA LEVELS & CLIMATE FORCED MIGRATION
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/09/13/climate-change-could-force-216-million-people-to-migrate-within-their-own-countries-by-2050


Numerous studies have shown that the food supply chain is jeopardizing the

functioning of clean air and water, healthy soils, and the presence of a diverse

range of living species. It is a major cause of greenhouse gas emissions,

unsustainable water extraction and pollution, deforestation, and biodiversity loss.

50% of global habitable land, 70% of fresh water, and 78% of eutrophication (the

pollution of waterways with nutrient-rich pollutants, such as Nitrogen and

Phosphorus) are caused by agriculture. Additionally, 94% of the global biomass

excluding humans is livestock, which means livestock outweigh wild mammals by

a ratio of 15 to 1. Such practices have resulted in issues such as water scarcity, the

decline in productivity of land use due to soil erosion, and health issues caused by

water pollution from fertilizers and high risk pesticides. 
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IMPACT OF FOOD PRODUCTION SYSTEMS  



CONTACT US

SUSTAINABLE HUDSON VALLEY
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PO Box 145 Rhinebeck, NY 12572

info@sustainhv.org

https://sustainhv.org/

This guide was created by students at Vassar College enrolled in 

"Science, Spirituality, & Peace Education: Addressing Climate Change" (Spring 2022)

Samata Bhattarai, Nywel Cheaye, Felicity Rakochy 

with their professor, Rev Dr Leonisa Ardizzone 

Email: lardizzone@vassar.edu 

“When I’m taking action, I don’t feel like I am helpless and that things are hopeless,

because then I feel like I’m doing everything I can, And that gives me very much

hope, especially to see all the other people all around the world, the activists, who are

taking action and who are fighting for their present and for their future”. 

– Greta Thunberg on Youth Climate Action 

mailto:info@sustainhv.org

